THE  SPANISH WAR
movement had been planned for August, but when it
became known that the Communists were preparing to
rise throughout Spain at the end of July it was necessary
to hasten things
As originally proposed, the Nationalist movement would
have been widespread and capable of bringing instan-
taneous success. Possibly the necessity for taking action
a full fortnight before the date first fixed left a number
of threads loose m the conspnacy, Certainly the degree
of preparation of the Communists and Anarchists was
greatei than had been suspected.
It had been hoped that the whole fleet would stand m
with the Army, while it was expected that both Madrid
and Barcelona, as well as the ports, would be overawed
by the display of military stlength, coupled with the
menace of the naval guns Everything at the outset
did not, however, go in accordance with plan. In some
cases generals in command wavered and hesitated and
lost golden opportunities. The crews of many ships,
won over to Communist doctrines, rose and, muidenng
their officers, took control. Freedom of sea communica-
tion, which would enable the well-disciplined troops
from Spanish Morocco to be brought across by transport
within a week, was jeopardised
In Barcelona, General Coded, energetic though he
was, appears to have hesitated for some fateful hours.
The police and Civil Guard, finding themselves without
that bold direction they expected from the Army, went
over to the Catalonian Government, and the movement m
the whole of that province was submerged in an ocean of
blood. It is not my intention to write at length about
the massacres and the orgy of crime which took place
in Barcelona and other places like Malaga, Valencia and
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